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the Afgans many books and poems, both in Marathi and
English, have been written.    It is absurd to expect in
every one of them a reference to that battle or to the lea-
ders in it.    Nobody would be justified in holding, that
because one does not find any mention of Sadashiva Rao
Bhau or of Jankoji Scindia in a particular book written
after the battle of Panipat, no such beings therefore ever
existed. These concrete illustrations though extreme, are
enough to show the'absurdity of the negative argument.
It'would be different if the books referred to above were
histories of the Boers  or the Marahtas written at the
time of these  events or subsequently.    For such his-
tories must in the ordinary course contain a mention of
these events and the persons who took part in them.
Now it is well-known that Vedic Literature is generally
concerned with the explanations of ceremonies and some
times of philosophical and theological dogmas.   Histori-
cal references come in very rarely and that too by way
of illustration.   It would be impossible to suppose that
Vedic works would mention by way of illustration every
event that had happened or every person who had lived.
In our opinion their silence about the great war or about
the Pandavas cannot logically be construed into a dis-
proof of them ; for the historical evidence we have in the
Mahabharata^has not been impeached on valid grounds.
There are, however further strong grounds why the
theory that the Pandavas were imaginary beings can-
not be accepted.    In the original edition of his book Mr.
Dutta expressed his belief that while the war was really
fought the  Pandavas  were   poetical   additions subse-
quently made, being the ideal personifications of certain